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CHAPTER V 


Colbert's Road 


Colbert's Road was an early trail running from Cotton 
Gin Port in Monroe County, Mississippi, to Plymouth ih Lowndes 
County, Mississippi. The road was known as Gaines' Old Road 
or Gaines' Trace in earlier writings, but to distinguish it 
from the Gaines' Trace from Muscles Shoals, Alabama, to 
Cotton Gin Port, Mississippi, the name Colbert's Road has 
been chosen. The trail was first an Indian trail of considerable 
usage. The rights to use this trail as a transportation road 
for the white man were negotiated by George Strothers Gaines, 
assistant and later factor at St. Stephens from 1805-1825. 
During the time the Indians held the land, the road was never 
allowed to be any other than a horse road. 

The name Colbert was chosen because of the close ties 
the Colbert family had with the Gaines' Trace and the terri- 
tory through which it passed. The original treaty for land 
at Muscles Shoals was made with Levi Colbert. The Colberts 
maintained a ferry at Muscle Shoals, at Cotton Gin Port, and 
at other locations where the trail turned northwestward from 
Cotton Gin Port toward Pontotoc. 

The Gaines' Trace from Muscle Shoals to Cotton Gin Port 
was surveyed for the United States by General E. P. Gaines. 


The field notes of Doney's survey of the Chickasaw Boundary 
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resumed his business as a merchant and continued with his usual success 
until his death December 3, 1881 at age 44. He was one of Clay County's 
foremost citizens. It was said that his memory was so wonderful that he 
could call nearly everyone for fifty miles around by their first names. 

Captain Robinson married Margaret Kilgore, born in Chickasaw County 
August 22, 1840 and died August 10, 1872. She was the daughter of Dr. 

Ben Kilgore and Mary Dudley Kilgore. She was the mother of three children, 
Sidney, the oldest was educated in the city schools of West Point, and 

in the State University; Willie W. Jr., second child was educated at the 
State University, clerked until 1887. and then established himself in the 
merchantile business in West Point. In 1890 the firm of W. W. Robinson 
and Company was established, theirs being the leading grocery house at 
that time. Minnie, the youngest of this family, after finishing her 
education, taught in the schools of West Point. 

Jabez Mann, born in Halifax County of Northumberland, England, 
married Margaret Hogg, born near the border, of Scotland at Bradbury, Eng- 
land. They were married after reaching America in the town of Sandusky, 
Ohio. Margaret Hogg lived at Niagara Falls when the first engine crossed 
the suspension bridge at that place. Jabez Mann was a machinist by trade, 
and served his apprenticeship in England. He was living at Whistler, 
Alabama, at the time the War between. the State started, and was employed 
in the shops of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Mann was selected to bore 
the cannon for the Confederate Army. Just after the war he moved to West 
Point, and was placed in charge of the water pumps of the Mobile and Ohio 
Railroad. At the time the boilers were filled by a pumping system. Mann 
died on December 9th 1878. They had three sons and one daughter. Robert 
and James the oldest sons are deceased, the youngest Hugh lives in Kennett, 
Missouri. His daughter, Mrs. W. T. East, still lives in West Point, and 
is a highly respected and much loved citizen of the town. 

David Cottrell, born near Norfolk, Virginia in 1802, was left an 
orphan at the age of ten months and was taken to rear by an uncle with 
whom he remained until fourteen years of age. Early in life he left for 
the (then) wilds of Tennessee to make a fortune for himself, and in that 
state he married Miss Elsie Hooks and lived there until 1836. He removed 
from Giles County, Tennessee, to Mississippi and settled in the woods 
bordering the Tombigbee River where Waverly now is. he was one of the 
pioneers of what was then Lowndes County. Columbus at that time was a 
mere village and the country was a vast wilderness. Cottrell opened the 
first plantation in the community in which he settled, but the latter part 
of his life was spent in West Point where he died in 1883 after a useful and 
well-spent career. He was respected and lived an honorable and upright 
life. He wife died in 1872 and was a member of the Methodist Church. 

Albert P. Cottrell, their son, was born nearly Waverly in 1841. He 
was one of two surviving members of eight children, the older member being 
M. J., wife of John V. Stacy, a planter in Clay County. Three sons of David 
and Elsie Cottrell served in the Confederate Army: John was a member of 
Perrin's Regiment of Mississippi and died in 1865;James was a member of 
the 14th Mississippi Volunteers and died as a prisoner of war at Camp 
Douglas, Illinois; and Albert joined Company C, 14th Mississippi Infantry, 
then“joined the Cavalry under General Wheeler and fought at Shiloh, the 
Kentucky Campaign, Murfreesboro, Chicamauga, Missionary Ridge, and the 
Atlanta Campaign. He was then with Wheeler on his raid through east 
Tennessee and to Florence, Alabama, but was with Forrest at Selma, Alabama. 

Albert P. was raised in the vocation of planter and after the war 
farmed for one year, then in merchandising, then engaged in the livery 
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Prairie Settlers 


On February 10, 17, and 24, 1888, three articles appeared in the 
Clay County Leader. The real writer's name was not given, being written 
under the name of Lenox, and the series was never finished. He evidently 
was one of the very first settlers in Clay County, and several citizens 
believe the writer was Captain J. D. Lynch. He wrote as follows: 

"The treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek by which the United States 
acquired possession of the country then inhabited by the Chickasaw Indians, 
opened a large and fertile region to immigration and settlement by the 
whites. Immigrants by the thousands soon poured into this, the Eldorado 
of the South. 

"Leaving Decatur, in Alabama, on the first day of January 1837, I 
set out to cast my lot in this wild and uncultivated country. The road 
was lined with the wagons of immigrants, and drivers of hogs, making the 
journey tedious and slow. I was 22 days getting to Aberdeen, then a city 
of magnificant proportion, the houses being built chiefly of pine poles 
with the bark not removed. On the morning of January 23rd, I left 
Aberdeen, expecting to reach my destination in the prairie the same day, 
but in this I was doomed to disappointment. There was then no road, 
only the Indian trails. Late in the evening the wagon was mired in a 
creek, and, supposing I should have to stay there all night, I sent a 
wagon boy, who had come with my father in the previous fall, to find some 
place where I could obtain food for man and beasts, but, he, instead of 
coming back, having found comfortable quarters, put up for the night. Just 
before night, we got the wagon out of the mud hole, and soon reached the 
open prairie. Never had I seen so grand a sight. The ground was covered 
with snow, the deer went running and skipping in every direction over 
the treeless expanse, I stood and gazed in wonder and admiration at the 
scene, one that will remain impressed upon my memory until time with end 
shall be no more. 

"Notwithstanding the shades of night had begun to envelop the earth, 
I passed on in my vain attempt to reach my destination. About midnight, 
the horsed hitched to the wagon, and the hogs I was driving refusing to 
go any further, we came to a halt in the middle of the big prairie, no 
fire, no food, nothing remained but to get in the wagon and keep awake, 
for to go to sleep was death by freezing. At light, day again dawned. 

I started an old man off on one of the wagon horses to find out where we 
were. He had not been gone long when an Indian came to us, having seen 

the wagon standing in the prairie. He could speak English. Soon, by the 
aid of his gun, we had a fire, but although hungry we had nothing to eat, 
and had spent a portion of that bitter cold night in one mile of the cabins 
I had been seeking. 

"Just before sundown we reached the cabins. A negro my father had 
left on the place had killed a deer during the day, and as I was very 
hungry, and venison was a rarity, I enjoed my supper and a good night's 
rest on a bed, which I had not done for nearly a month. The first day 
I spent in my new home was Sunday, and never since have I spent one so 
quiet as the first one spent in the wilds of Mississippi. 

"In giving a detail of the settlement of the prairies, I shall be 
governed by the location of the settlement and not by the time, for there 
are some places I do not recollect the date of settlement. 

“Beginning, then, on the south, Honorable A. V. Brown and Mr. Martin, 
both of Tennessee, at an early date, settled the places since owned by 
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Colonel George H. Young and Mr. Seth Pool, (as I have understood) Mr. David 
Cottrell on the Brown place as manager, and Mr. Stacy on the Martin place. 
They were both honorable and worthy citizens. After living to a good old 
age they passed away, honored by all who knew them. Between these and the 
river, were the places settled by Colonel Sims of Georgia, and Mr. William 
Winston of North Alabama. Colonel Sims did not live long after coming to 
Mississippi, but he left a son, W. H. Sims of Columbus, who is an honor 

to the state. Mr. Jesse Dukeminier was manager upon the Sims place for 
many years. Having bought a place of his own, to which he removed, Jones 
Williams became the manager. Mr. Winston has long since passed away. 

Mr. Abner Elliott was manager on his place and is now living near Siloam, 
and is an energetic, useful man. 

“North of the Brown place Judge Daniel Wright and Mr. A. F. Young 
resided. Judge Wright was a lawyer of distinction, and for many years 
intimately connected with the political affairs of Mississippi. Mr. Young 
was a nice farmer, a quite, unobtrusive gentleman. Mr. Richard Sykes of 
Columbus purchased Mr. Young's place, and continued to have it culti- 
vated until his death, when it passed into the hands of his children. 
Never was there a more energetic, industrious man than Mr. Richard Sykes. 
He left to his children the rich heritage of a good name. 

“Next, comes Colonel George H. Young, at the mention of whose name, 
my youthful days are vividly brought back. Colonel Young was the counselor 
and friend of all who would accept. No one was ever in his company long, 
without being made wiser, if not better. Having been a Whig in politics 
all his life, when Henry Clay wrote his celebrated Raleigh letter, opposing 
the annexation of Texas, Colonel Young left the party and gave to Polk and 
to Texas his earnest, ardent support, and few men in eastern Mississippi 
did more effective service than did Colonel George H. Young. I have seen 
him wring the tears from many a hardened veteran when speaking for Polk and 
Texas. He has gone from amongst us, but he has left worthy representatives 
in his children, to whom there can be but one objection--Wat and Val have 
never married. I loved him when living and will ever hold his memory in 
reverence. 

"Colonel Elisha Strong, father of Dr. Elisha, settled north of 
Colonel Young; W. H. Harmon being the manager of the place at the time 
of settlement. After his removal from the place, Mr. William Cochran, 
father of Mrs. Lynch and Mrs. Bowman, became the manager. He was a good 
man, a kind neighbor, a steadfast friend, and, the noblest work of God, 
and honest man. He and many of his family are quietly sleeping at Churchill. 

"Colonel Elisha Strong was a high-tone, public-spirited gentleman. 

In his old age, he moved to Aberdeen where he died. He once had a large 
family, but I believe only four of his children survive him. Dr, Elisha 
Strong and I are the only male survivors of the early settlers now in 

this country. When I meet him, memory reverts to earlier and better days, 
when, inspired by hope and the buoyancy and elasticity of youth, we looked 
along down the vista of life with bright anticipations. 

“Alas! How little did we dream of the stern and rugged realities 
we had to encounter; but such is life. Since the expulsion of Adam and 
Eve from Eden's rosy bowers, mutation and decay have been enstamped on 
all created things, and disappointment has been the common heritage of our 
race, 

“Mr. Miles Johnson lived near Colonel Strong. He was a very eccentric 
man; loved to hunt and enjoy himself. He had a lovely daughter, just 
budding into womanhood when he moved to the country. She had many admirers, 
but Mr. J. B. Bennett won the prize. They were to be married on July 3, 
1838. As the first settlers had very little house room, and the wedding 
was to be a big thing, preparation had to be made to accomodate the guests. 
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This information was provided in interviews with Mr. Ralph Bryan, Mr, 
Oscar Linbarger, Mr. Casey Bryan, Mrs. Ellis Cromwell, and Mrs. Carlisle 
Campbell, all of West Point, Mississippi. 

Thomas G. Ivy Jr. was Clay County's first and only martyr to the cause 
of Cuban liberty and the defense of American principles. He died of typhoia 
fever contracted at Camp Cuba~Libra, early in July, 1898. His remains were 
brought home by his brother and comrades, and they were met at the depot by 
the Confederate Veterans and a large crowd of people, conveyed under mili- 
tary escort to the Christian Church, where touching tributes were paid to 
his memory by all the ministers of the city, after which interment was 
made in the Abbott Cemetery. 

It is one of the fortunes of war that the loved ones left behind are 
deprived of the sad pleasure of solacing in the dying hour. But while the 
young soldier met death far from home,-comrades stood by his side. The 
Clay County Spanish American War Veterans' Post is named Thomas Ivy Post, 
in honor of this lost comrade. 


The History of the West Point Rifles 


Colonel Richard M. Levy was a native of Aberdeen, Mississippi, but 
his citizenship was transferred to West Point in his young manhood. It 
is no idle compliment to say that his political acumen and indomitable 
energy were powerful factors in the formation and development of the new Clay 
County. Col. Levy organized and drilled the first military company in 
Clay County, the West Point Rifles, organized after the War between the 
States. The company, with Levy as captain, drilled in competition with 
the Volunteer Southrons at Vicksburg, Mississippi, on August 17, 1885, and 
was judged the winner and crack company of the state. This was followed 
by the organization of the National Guard, and Capt. Levy was elevated 
to the rank of Colonel. He was always interested in military affairs, 
and helped the West Point boys by his advice when they were organizing 
to enter the Spanish American War. 

Col. Levy died at him home in West Point on August 4, 1926, at the_ 
age of 78 years. He was survived by his two daughters, Miss Bessie Levy 
and Mrs. Jetta Levy Holmes, and two sons, Richard of New York and George of 
Savannah, Georgia. 

A letter to Miss Bessie from Mrs. Annie Wright Duncan of Vicksburg 
at the time of his death, said: 

“Many years have passed since that gallant company of West Point Rifles 


under your father's command marched into our historic city, and won the laurels 


of championship from our Volunteer Southrons. 

"The beautiful pin he presented me on behalf of his company, as their 
sponsor on that occasion, and the silver pitcher they later sent me on my 
wedding day, are among my most cherished possessions. The passing years 
will never efface the memory of honorand pride I shared with them on that 


victorious day. It is well and truly said that Colonel Levy was most valuable 


to the State of Mississippi. I must add that he was notably of a time of 
Southern chivalry now regrettably passing, when military and other friendly 
contests were the order of the day, enthusiastically entered into and gal- 
lantly won or lost. I feel, therefore, we have lost a chivalrous gentlemen 
and a gallant soldier in your honored father." 

A list of the names of Clay County members of this Rifle Company, 
which won the state championship over fifty years ago are: Richard M. Levy, 
Captain; J. J. Williams, lst Lt.; George B. Coleman, 2nd Lt.; J. B. Gresham, 
Surgeon; S. S. Morrow, Right Guide; M. T. Baptist, Left Guide; H. L. Joiner, 
Corporal; E. C. Spaulding, Corporal; L. C. Hawkins, Corporal; C. L. Jordan 
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Set.; W. L. Taylor, Sgt.; George W. Cox, Drummer. Under Cpl. Joiner were Tom 
Keith, D. F. McCord, J. A. Stacy, A. J. Evans, Will T. Lee, N. W. Ware; under 
Cpl. Spalding were L. T. Randolph, John Brogan, Ben P. Capshaw, W. T. Lenoir, 
E. E. Maccabe, Sterling Foster. Substitutes were Sam W. Carothers, A. C. 
Baptist, and J. E. Willingham. Their sponsor was Miss Annie M. Wright, with 
Miss Mary Brooke and Miss Myra Lomas as maids of honor, and their colors 
were red, white, and blue. This list was provided in the West Point Leader 
on August 20, 1926. 

The Winona Advance of August, 1885, gives a description of this drill 
as it was given by these gallant sons of Clay County: 

"As the Southrons moved off the field, the West Point Rifles, in their 
bright and attractive uniforms of purple pants, with red stripes dark blue 
coat with red trimmings, came quickly to the front, rear open order, and 
inspection arms. But few commands had- been executed, when it was almost 
generally conceded that unless they made some awkward breaks, they would be 
the winners. Like clockwork every movement was executed, and the manual was 
almost faultless. Their field maneuvering was pretty in the extreme, and 
the skirmish drill was simply beautiful, and had it not been for an individ- 
val error, that part of the drill would have been. perfect. They completed 
the programme, and also got in several extra movements, among which was the 
wheeling by company, the men maintaining perfect time and moving around like 
a great lever, exactly in the correct cadence of time. The time allowed 
each company for the drill for 45 minutes. When they finally reported to 
the judges and left the field, a tremendous yell was sent up by the thousands 
of spectators who were present. The score stood: West Point Rifles--83.33; 
Volunteer Southrons--77.33; this out of a possible 100. The company got 
a prize of $1000.00, and the net proceeds of the gate fees, an amount we did 
not learn. Mr. John A. Stacy bore off the prize for individual excellency, 
consisting of a most exquisite $100 medal, given by Mississippi's general 
favority, Mr. Walter B. Barker of New York." 


Captain Walter B. Barker 


The many friends of Captain Walter B. Barker in Mississippi were pleased 
when President McKinley, recognizing his valuable services while consul at 
Sagua le Grande, Cuba, appointed him colonel of the Regiment of Immunes for 
volunteer service in the war with Spain in the Island of Cuba. Colonel 
Barker had charge of the distribution of food to the starvingreconcentrados, 
and being perfectly conversant with the situation and topography of the 
island, he proved to be the right man in the right place. 

Consul Walter Barker of Mississippi, who was stationed at Sagua le 
Grande was given command of a volunteer cavalry raised under the last call. 
This regiment operated in Santa Clara province independently of the army of 
invasion. Its mission was to see that food was supplied to 40,000 destitute 
and starving Cubans who were in a worse condition than they were under the 
Weyler regime. Another purpose of the regiment was to drive the Spanish 
rebels and volunteers from the province westward of the American army of 
invasion. This regiment was organized mainly from Alabama, Mississippi, and 
Louisiana. Colonel Barker who was then in Washington (June 3, 1898) had 
the names of 1800 men ready to serve under him. 

With the exception of Consul General Lee, who occupied a more important 
part and had greater opportunities, no one has more fairly won, in the Cuban 
situation, the admiration and the gratitude of the American people than 
Walter Barker, United States Consul at Sagua le Grande. We are proud that he 
is a Mississippian, and also that,. like Lee, he is an ex-Confederate soldier. 
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County Records 


The County Records referred to in the paper are to be found in 
the Courthouse of Lowndes County, Columbus, Mississippi and in 


the Courthouse of Clay County, West Point, Mississippi. 
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30 (2) (Separating) Huntsville District and Chickasaw 
District, Land Commissioners Office, Jackson, Mississippi. 
Copy in author's collection. ; 


Field Notes, Clay County Courthouse, West Point, Mississippi. 
Copy in author's collection. 


Combined section plats taken from the books at Monroe County 
Courthouse, Aberdeen, Mississippi, and Clay County Courthouse, 
West Point, Mississippi. 


See Map, Chickasaw Survey, Clay County Courthouse, West Point, 
Mississippi. 


Loc. cit. 


See Map, Choctaw Survey, Dowsing Surveyor, Lowndes County 


Courthouse, Columbus, Mississippi. Copy in author's collection. 


Police Court Records of Lowndes County indicate these roads 
were existing. Courthouse Lowndes County, Mississippi. 


The route would have joined another route to Plymouth shown 
on the survey maps of the Choctaw Survey. The field notes 
of the Choctaw Survey show seven different roads leading 

to Plymouth. 

Field Notes, Chickasaw Survey, op. cit. p. 280, See also, 
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A. Fenley, 1826. 

See Plymouth Documentation, op. cit., pp. 1-3. 


See Map Collection, Mississippi State Department of Archives 
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Police Court Records, op. cit., Book 2. 


Map of the States of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama, 
L. Augustus Mitchel, 1836. 
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this region came down Gaines' Trace or the road next south of 
it, Wolf Road."'25 

Colbert's Road served a most useful purpose in the early 
life of the Central Mississippi Territory. Again, it could be 
pressed into service as a connecting road for Cotton Gin Port, 
Aberdeen, Waverley, Plymouth, and Columbus as a trace worthy 
of historical preservation. The scenic beauty along the road, 
the stories to be told of the past and the pleasure it could 
afford to the people of the present all combine to present the 
road as an area of interest to many groups. The documentation 
is adequate to warrant a strong consideration of the road as 


an object of restoration and use. 
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"I proceeded to Maj. Pitchlyn's and with his aid, arranged for 
transporting the goods down the Tombigbee to St. Stephens.'!? 
In 1812 the Colbert Road was still being used for transporting 
goods to St. Stephens. Gaines' supply of goods arrived at 
Colbert's Ferry (Muscles Shoals) and were shipped to.Maj. John 
Pitchlyn's and barges were built to ship the goods down to 

“St. Stephens. 1° 

During the Creek War the road was used as a communications 
route and a supply route. A young man by the name of Edmondson 
was dispatched by Gaines with a letter to Jackson conerning | 
the Massacre at Fort Mims. 29 Jackson responded by sending Col. 

John McKee, who met with Gaines and others at Pitchlyn's. 2° 
Tennessee volunteers on their way to New Orleans traveled the 
road, 24 -Pitchlyn's served as a base of operation for the ex- 
pedition against the Creeks at the falls on the Black Warrior 
led by Chief Oceochematla. 22 

Colbert's Road was used until the coming of the white man 
into Chickasaw Territory in 1832-1836 at which time it was in- 
corporated into the road system of Lowndes County. 2° The 

Mitchel map of 1836 traced the Colbert Road running from Colum- 
bus to West Port to Plymouth to Cotton Gin Port, thence to 
Russellville, Alabama and Muscles Shoals. Dr. W. A. Evans 


wrote: "During the next seventeen years or until the Military 


Road reached the Tombigbee, most of the settlers who moved into 
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Dr. W. A. Evans wrote an article, A Pioneer Highway in 
Mississippi, Gaines Trace, or Gaines' Trace in Monroe County.?° 
One portion of the article was entitled, "Waverley and the 
Trace."" He writes: "Doubtless, when the water was high enough 
to give a good depth over Lincecum Shoals, the waiting cargo 
boats may have come up to Waverley. If so the pack trains 
went there and discharged their goods." The above statement 
needs to be corrected as there was no evidence of a road in 
that direction, and most important Waverley did not exist 
until after 1836. Colbert Road passed approximately one mile 
west of Waverley. 

The Colbert Road and Gaines' Trace was of tremendous 
importance to the settlers around St. Stephens and along the 
route from Cotton Gin Port, Plymouth and points south. The 
original intent of the road was that it would be used as a 
supply route for the factory (settlement) at Fort St. Stephens. 
George Strother Gaines was beset with many problems from the 
Spanish, who still held the Mobile port area when Gaines be- 
came factor at St. Stephens. The Spanish not only interferred 
with the trade but charged exorbitant duty to allow the goods 
to be transported up the Tombigbee. 2° 

Searching for a route from the north, G. S. Gaines 
followed a route from Muscles Shoals in Alabama overland to 
Cotton Gin Port, Mississippi, on the Tombigbee, thence to 


"Maj. Pitchlyn's at the mouth of Octibbeha.""' Gaines wrote: 


VERTICAL FILE >ASCAGO 
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The records that have been used date to the period of. 
1831-1836, which would be twenty years after the original 
trace was put into use. However, since the land remained in 
the hands of the Chickasaws, few changes would have been 
made in it. The road apparently became of less importance 
with the development of the Jackson Military Road, Wolf Road 
and other roads which were opened on the east side of the 
Tombigbee after Monroe County was formed. But, the Colbert 
Road continued to be used as a means of reaching Pontotoc and 
the old towns at Tupelo, Mississippi. 

The Indians had used Colbert's Road for many years before 
the white man came. 10 Many old maps of the Mississippi Terri- 
tory show these old Indian traiis.14 The upper portion of the 

_Gaines' Trace in Alabama was used as a road to Cherokee Terri- 
tory. 

The Colbert Road became a major road from Plymouth north- 
ward to Pontotoc after the Treaty with the Chickasaws was signed. 
Roads north proliferated with great speed as the white man be- 
gan to develop the territory. !* The Colbert Road also was used 


as a stage coach route from Columbus to Tuscumbia, Alabama via 


13 
Cotton Gin Port. Section line roads have replaced the original 


road, but it was possible to trace the route of Colbert's Road 


by riding these section roads in Clay County. 24 
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North-South through Sections 3 and 10, Township 
18, Range 7 where it crossed Tibbee Creek and 
joined the road to Plymouth. 

The second route would have been: 
North-South through Sections 23, 25, 31, Township 
17, Range 7 and Sections 6, 5, and 8, Township 18, 
Range 8 to a point of crossing of Tibbee Creek to 
a road from Plymouth. ” 

The third route would have been through: 
North-South Sections 22, 28, 33, Township 17, 
Range 7 to a ford crossing Tibbee Creek and 
again joining a road to Plymouth. ® 


The road markings of the Chickasaw Survey that led to 


Tibbee showed a Y at Section 23, Township 17, Range 7 with the 


road extending in a southeastwardly direction which would have 


joined the road to Maj. Pichlon's as noted in the field notes.” 


All three routes were probably used as the conditions of the 


swamps and Tibbee Creek permitted. In times of high water the 


most westward route would have been used, but as Tibbee and 


the Tombigbee river would go down, the more eastward route would 


be used. Routes described in the Police Court Records for the 


years 1832-1836 support the above conclusions. 
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record, "Surveyors District of Mississippi, July 3, 1821, 
Meanders of Gaines' Trace, or Chickasaw tadise Boundary." 
The notes record the route of Gaines' Trace from Muscle 
Shoals to Cotton Gin Port and from there down the east bank 
of the Tombigbee River to below Columbus, Mississippi. These 
notes while of great value for one following the trace in 
Alabama and to Cotton Gin Port supplied little of interest 

in connection with the Gaines' Old Road or Colbert's Road 

on the west bank of the Tombigbee, which was the interest of 
this etwas: 

' The field notes of the Coffee surveys of 1833-1834 were, 
however, of considerable help. These survey maps made it 
possible to trace the Colbert Road to the section just east 
of Cotton Gin Port in Monroe County from the Plymouth Settle- 


3 The combination of field notes, map markings and the 


ment. 
tracing of the road on the general survey map showed the trace 
clearly in Clay County .? The trace was clearly marked running 
north and south in the following manner: 
South in Sections 22, 27, 34 in Township 16, Range 7 
Sections 3, 10, 15 crossing into 14, 23, 26 crossing 
into 27 and 34 in Township 17, Range 7. 
The marked trace ends at the point of crossing of the south side 


5 From 


or east-west line of Section 34, Township 17, Range 7. 
that point there were three possible routes used. The shortest 


and perhaps the last to be used would be: 
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